
Denman Women’s Business Forum 2011 

 

The Women’s Business Forum that was held on October 6, 2011 in the Community 

School Library was attended by 40 people. Some of the ideas, tips and brainstorming that 

came out of the event were: 

 

Don’t step on people’s toes. Double businesses don’t work on the island. 

 

Consultancy businesses in small communities work well because you can travel and 

telecommute. 

 

A business that ships non-perishable products is a good idea because although postal 

rates have gone up it is still a very accessible means of getting your product out there 

while living on a small island. 

 

We need a really big tourist attraction in the summer to help guarantee a predictable 

season of income. 

 

Access to banking has improved with Online Banking but it still takes about 4 days to 

expediate any parcel off Denman. 

 

To stay motivated on a remote island one requires the conscious creation of a peer group. 

 

The keyword to afford living on the island if you are an artist/musician is 

VERSATILITY also known as diversified income streams. Teaching is a good option, as 

is creating a work on the land that can be modified in old age. 

 

Choose to do something that can renew itself, or come up with a value added product. 

 

Start your  business small and build slowly, without going to a bank if possible. Don’t 

spend too much.  

 

Keep an eye on the market and know your expertise. 

 

Write a business plan. Do your research.  

 

Encourage loyalty in your staff. Offer a competitive payroll.  

 

Buy locally to offset ferry costs. 

 

Build a mailing list. Stay in touch with people but offer them something of value in your 

newsletter. 

 

Know who lives around you and figure out how you can work together. 
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Budget for things like appliance repair because getting off the island or calling someone 

in is expensive. 

 

The natural rhythm is a challenge yet it’s what keeps us here. Turn an offense into a 

defence. The challenges help us evolve. 

 

Take advantage of the “word of mouth” network. It really works on this island. 

 

The tendency is to set sights too low. The culture here doesn’t really support financial 

ambition. Is that a pro or con? 

 

Get a room of your own to write in. 

 

Dialogue with people over the internet. What communities are you interested in? 

 

What the panel members feel is missing on the island and could make the business 

environment better if they existed: 

- banks 

- community kitchen 

- appliance repair 

- commercial kitchen 

- brand recognition/marketing co-operative 

- visitor industry 

- storage facility 

- getting approval for anything takes too much hoop jumping 

- destination attraction to bring people in the winter months 

- a banana slug carving which is also a bench 

- a small business association with a helpful website 

- mentoring 

- shared workspaces with cubicles, photocopier, internet, coffee, meeting room 

- funding resources 

- community loan support 

- a monthly business consultant 

- a (humane) Dog Show 

- a (humane) Petting Zoo 

- help with import/export logistics 

- a travelling show of Denman artists (needs a dedicated marketer) 

- an agriculture co-operative 

- a pasteurizer  

- a nursery 

- a directory of businesses 

- another campground 

- interactive blog for sharing ideas 

- daily courier 

- self-employment assistence program (we already have a Job Shop twice a month 

but people don’t know about it.) 
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- food and produce sharing 

- an Imagine Group 

 

Our main focus as a community is on education. How can we expand on that? 

 

DIWOS (Denman Island Women’s Outreach Society) has binders full of documentation 

from the Heroines Journey series of business workshops.  

 

www.careercruising.com for interest testing and finding your general aptitudes 

 

We need local resiliency. The potential Cable Ferry will damage business on the island, 

so infrastructure needs to be built starting now. 

 

Recommended Book: Making a Living Without a Job by Barbara J Winter, 2009 

(multiple profit centres) 

 

Panel Members 
 

Anne deCosson (Facilitator) 

- East Cider Orchard  

Annie Siegel 
- Root City Herbs, (trees, shrubs, bedding plants):   

- Rosedale Farm - garlic, fresh & dried flowers & herbs  

- Interests: the future of Agriculture businesses on Denman 

Bronwyn Simons 
- Arts marketing 

- Teacher 

Christine O’Neill 

- Felt & Fibre (www.christineoneill.ca) 

deNeen Baldwin 

- deNeen Baldwin Interior Design 

Francesca (Tachi) Barker 
- Curve Café 

Jenny Meyer 
- Kaffee Klatsch Bistro 

Laura Busheikin 

- Writer and Editor 

- Yoga Instructor 

Veronica Timmons 
- Transition Denman Island 

- Educator: workshops and courses on starting businesses 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.careercruising.com/

